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ST. SOPHIA CATHEDRAL XXI CENTURY

Bakulina V.M., senior lecturer, Tokarev G.S., stud.
National University o f Life and Environmental Sciences o f Ukraine

St. Sophia Cathedral was founded in 1037 by Prince Yaroslav. Sofia 
Kyivska became the main temple of the country in which the first library in Russia 
was founded, there was a chronicle and the tombs of the Grand Dukes were 
located. Originally, St. Sophia Cathedral was a five-nave cross-cathedral church 
with 13 chapters. The cathedral had a pyramidal composition. The large central 
dome on a high drum with 12 window openings was surrounded by four smaller 
and lower, below which were placed the other eight domes.

In the XV-XVI centuries. The cathedral was generally without a roof - all 
this negatively affected the frescoes. To this day, from 5000 m frescoes were 
created in the XI century survived a little over 2000m. In the early 1930s, the 
Soviet authorities decided to destroy Sofia, only the intervention of France, which 
remembered that Queen Anna was the daughter of the founder of the temple of 
Yaroslav the Wise, ruined the destruction of this relic. The Sofia Museum-Reserve, 
was founded in 1934, where research and restoration works were started. In 1990, 
the St. Sophia Cathedral, as well as the Kiev-Pechersk Lavra, became the first 
listed UNESCO World Heritage Site as an architectural monument on the territory 
of Ukraine. Now St. Sophia Cathedral remains one of the largest European 
churches, and the building belongs to the main Christian shrines of Eastern Europe. 
Due to the fact that Sofia was included in the World Heritage, worship was
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prohibited there. The exception was the Independence Day of Ukraine. However, 
in February 2016, after nearly 90 years of interruption, the Ministry of Culture 
restored the worship on the territory of the Farewell Church. On January 10, 2019, 
Tomas returned to Ukraine and was presented to people in the St. Sophia 
Cathedral. One of the most interesting news is a burial place with a pagan woman 
was discovered in the temple by archaeologists.

Fig. 1. Excavations of the church of Sophia of Kiev 2018

The most surprising thing is that the burial site is older than the church, 
according to the information, the burial is dated approximately 9 centuries. In a 
woman found foot was cut off sharp object. At the moment, archaeologists are 
trying to establish whether this was a ritual punishment or cruelty of the attackers. 
Exactly experts can only say that the woman was a pagan. This is evidenced by the 
shape of the funeral pit, it is turf shaped, not rectangular, and it is at a slight depth.

We know that in the city of Yaroslav there was a Yazichy burial mound, 
perhaps this is a burial place from this burial ground, "said Vladimir Savitsky, 
Senior Researcher at the Sofia Kyivska Reserve. Archaeologists came to the burial 
place by accident: after the rain, the land began to sink on the territory of the 
reserve, and during excavations at a depth of 5 meters they discovered these finds. 
The greatest pride for archaeologists is the bronze stud. The decoration is 
beautifully preserved, although it is more than 800 years old. Such studs were from 
the Bronze Age and before the times of Kievan Rus, they were mostly women.
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Now excavations are discontinued, but archaeologists plan to dig deep into the 
ground and hope to find the remnants of the house and everyday objects.
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