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POWER WORDS IN THE DISCOURSE OF ECONOMIC RECOVERY

Туріцина О.М., асистент (lena.turitsina@gmail.com)
Національний університет біоресурсів і природокористування України, м. Київ

In political as well as in social and economic spheres , the power of words is regarded as
“discourse” – an element integral to the post-structural philosophy. Used vocabulary holds power
to shape political events and outcomes. Words hold power to inspire, aspire, evoke and appeal to all
kinds of emotions in people. Power words are persuasive and descriptive lexical items that trigger
a positive or negative emotional response. Spicing content with these words, an author influences
the audience's reactions and compels them to take action. They usually into at least one of these five
qualities: unique, descriptive, seditious and action-driven.

Curiosity is what motivates people to research, read, listen, and learn new things. With the
help of corresponding power words in speeches and addresses they manege to attract more attention.
Here are some examples of curiosity power words: discover, unveil, uncover, learn.

Fear is the most powerful emotion to grab and keep people’s attention, and that's why press
realizes , and speech writers often appeal to it. Here we can mention: danger, threat, painful, agony,
crisis, poverty, worry, vulnerable.

Safety power words in your speech, you make the audience feel more secure dealing with you.
They need to trust what you say and have confidence that you'll keep a promise. Make people feel
as they are or will be protected from harm by providing actionable information. Professional,
proven, recognized, authority, genuine, survive, trustworthy, lifetime are shining examples.

A strong way to build the trust is to present third-party materials (statistics, research or study
results, and others) supporting the words. It must be proven that the data is relevant and critical
enough. We can mention the following here: confirmed, data, proven, agree, guarantee, accurate,
true, legitimate, unquestionable, actual, flawless, results.

These are words which can boost the audience’s self-esteem and encourage them to act: able,
forceful, supreme, influence, control, prevail, accomplished, conquer.

The right use of such words is crucial while speaking or writing about the recovery of the war-
torn economy. We can see the examples of them in Winston Churchill Speech to Parliament May
13, 1940
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“I say to the House as I said to ministers who have joined this government, I have nothing to
offer but blood, toll, tears, and sweat. We have before us an ordeal of the most grievous kind. We
have before us many, many months of struggle and suffering.”
“You ask, what is our aim? I can answer in one word. It is victory. Victory at all costs - Victory in
spite of all terrors - Victory, however long and hard the road may be, for without victory there is no
survival.”[2]

American presidents wisely deal with relevant vocabulary performing their inauguration
addresses. For example, Joe Biden was inspirational and his inauguration address is considered to
be one of the best. “We will press forward with speed and urgency, for we have much to do in this
winter of peril and possibility. Much to repair.
Much to restore. Much to heal. Much to build. And much to gain. Few periods in our nation’s history
have been more challenging or difficult than the one we’re in now” [3]

As for Ukrainian political leaders’ addresses, public speeches and documents such as
memorandums, signed with our partners, the suitable use of relevant vocabulary shows that the
words are also the weapon. “Russia's illegal and unjustified invasion of our country continues to
bring enormous human social, and economic costs. Civilian casualties are large, over a third of the
population has been displaced, and infrastructure damage is massive. Through this hardship, our
people have shown courage, determination, and resilience while macroeconomic, financial, and
external stability have been preserved.”[1]

So, powerful words are of a great importance and evoke emotions followed by actions.
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