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DEVELOPMENT OF HUMANITARIAN DIPLOMACY IN THE
CONTEXT OF RUSSIA'S LARGE-SCALE AGGRESSION AGAINST
UKRAINE

The development of humanitarian diplomacy in the context of Russia's large-scale
aggression against Ukraine has become an important aspect of the country's foreign
policy. In the context of the war that has been going on for more than three years,
humanitarian diplomacy is becoming not only a tool for providing assistance, but also
a powerful means of fighting for international support, justice and restoration of
violated human rights. It covers not only the provision of humanitarian aid, but also
informing the international community about the crimes committed by the aggressor,
mobilizing resources to restore the destroyed territories and supporting civilians
affected by the hostilities.
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One of the main tasks of humanitarian diplomacy is to draw attention to human
rights violations by Russia. Ukrainian diplomats are actively working to document war
crimes, such as mass killings of civilians, deportations, torture and other acts of
violence. An important role in this process is played by international organizations and
human rights structures that facilitate the collection of evidence and further
investigation of these crimes by international tribunals, including the International
Criminal Court. Documentation of such violations is an important step towards
ensuring justice, bringing perpetrators to justice, and ensuring justice for thousands of
victims of aggression.

In turn, Ukraine's humanitarian diplomacy also focuses on organizing
humanitarian aid. Given the scale of the humanitarian catastrophe that resulted from
the war, Ukraine cooperates with international organizations such as the UN, the Red
Cross, WHO, UNICEF and other humanitarian institutions to provide assistance to the
population affected by the hostilities. The aid includes medical supplies, hygiene
products, food, clothing, water, and other basic necessities. In addition, international
organizations also provide temporary shelter for internally displaced persons, organize
evacuations from the most dangerous areas and help refugees who have been forced to
leave their homes.

In times of war, special attention is paid to psychological support for those
affected by the conflict. Humanitarian diplomacy also includes providing
psychological assistance to people who have experienced war trauma, loss of relatives,
and destruction of homes. This aspect is important for restoring the mental health of
the population and stabilizing the situation in the long term. Specialized support and
psychological rehabilitation centers are being set up in Ukraine, as well as trainings for
social workers and volunteers who provide support to people who have experienced
war trauma.

In addition, humanitarian diplomacy involves Ukraine's active participation in the
restoration of destroyed infrastructure. During the war, numerous towns and villages
were damaged as a result of air strikes, artillery shelling, and mortar attacks.
Restoration of these areas is an important part of humanitarian aid, and for this purpose
Ukraine is actively attracting international resources, financial assistance, and expert
support. Reconstruction of the infrastructure not only restores normal functioning of
the regions but also enables people who have survived the hardships of war to return
to their normal lives.

A separate area of humanitarian diplomacy is assistance in the integration of
internally displaced persons (IDPs) and refugees. Ukraine was forced to face a large
number of people who lost their homes, and, as a result, there was a need to create new
mechanisms for adaptation, employment, and social services. An important component
is also to support the reintegration of Ukrainians returning to the liberated territories
after a long time in evacuation or under occupation.

One of the important aspects of humanitarian diplomacy is also the international
recognition of Ukraine as a victim of aggression, which requires special support in the
humanitarian sphere. Ukrainian diplomats are actively working to secure international
support at various levels, including the UN, EU, NATO, and bilaterally with key states.
An important part of this work is to ensure conditions for obtaining financial and
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technical assistance from international partners, in particular for economic recovery,
development of social institutions and overcoming the humanitarian crisis.

Another important component of humanitarian diplomacy is the fight against
disinformation and propaganda conducted by Russia. In the context of aggression in
Ukraine, there is not only a military war, but also an information war. Ukrainian
authorities and diplomatic missions are actively working to spread false information
about the situation in Ukraine, expose fakes and propaganda narratives that contribute
to the aggression, and try to build international solidarity to counter it.

So, humanitarian diplomacy is an important tool not only for providing assistance
to victims, but also for building international support and solidarity, fighting for justice
and restoring human rights. It helps to strengthen the international isolation of the
aggressor, support Ukraine on the global stage, and helps to solve numerous
humanitarian problems that arise in war.
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