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EDUCATION AND THE WAR: CHALLENGES AND IMPLICATIONS

Daria Matveeva, a bachelor student (sofieee2002@gmail.com)
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Kyiv, Ukraine

War has a fundamental impact on the quality of education. With the outbreak of a full-scale
war in our country unleashed by the Russian Federation, endless fighting and occupation have
become a daily routine for children. Families are forced to fight for their lives, some have lost
loved ones. Many were forced to leave their homes and temporarily move to other regions or
abroad. In other words, Ukrainian children have found themselves in different life circumstances,
but despite the catastrophic consequences of the war for each of us, the issue of children's education
and knowledge remains very relevant.

On the one hand, education in times of war shapes the younger generation, united by the
great goal of a brighter future for our Ukraine, because it is an indisputable fact that today the
people of Ukraine have become united for the sake of our common victory in this war. But on the
other hand, what are the problems and challenges facing education today? Schools, universities,
libraries destroyed by the aggressor, disrupted reform plans – this is not a complete list of the
consequences for education in the context of Russia's full-scale aggression against Ukraine.

One of the most important negative consequences of the war is the psycho-emotional state
of students, as it has a significant impact on the learning process itself. Thus, the newest challenge
for teachers today is to provide psychological assistance and support to children to help them better
adapt to the situation and maintain their mental and emotional well-being. Accordingly, in order
to reduce the negative impact of war on children's learning, efforts must be made to ensure the
stability of each child's psycho-emotional state. Psychological support and communication are the
main goals of education today. One of the positive aspects of this situation is a huge breakthrough
in the field of digitisation and digitalisation, and, as a result, the possibilities of online education
have become, without exaggeration, enormous. Modern, state-of-the-art technologies make it
possible to study in a bomb shelter, which is an important element in ensuring the safety of children
and teachers [4 ].

For many people in Ukraine, distance education is the only way to get a safe education.
This learning format makes it easier to adapt to the conditions of possible air raids and energy
disasters [3]. After all, with some preparation: a gadget, the Internet and, most importantly, the
desire of a pupil or student, with the help of these three components, everyone can acquire
knowledge with minimal risks and investments, given the factors of the ongoing war in the country.
Education should be adapted to the war situation and meet the needs of children to help them adapt
to life in difficult conditions in the future. In addition, education in times of war should be
accessible to all children, regardless of their social status or religious affiliation. War-related
migration and unequal access to education can lead to discrimination and exclusion of some
children. It is necessary to ensure accessible and equal educational opportunities for all children
to prevent discrimination and ensure equal chances for all children in the future. This requires
working with local organisations, social workers and independent experts to develop and
implement strategies to ensure that education is accessible to all children during wartime; among
these strategies are communication strategies adopted to transfer messages to international actors
and stakeholders [1; 2].

All in all, education will never be the same as it was before the war. Every day brings new
challenges for teachers and children, but the strength and spirit of our people easily finds new ways
to provide quality education even during war. With appropriate efforts and support, it is possible
to reduce the impact of negative consequences and help children in the future.
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