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ROLE OF ART IN TIMES OF WARFARE

Valeriia Marynich, a bachelor student (marynich307@ukr.net)
National University of Life and Environmental Sciences of Ukraine, Kyiv, Ukraine

During wartime, art can serve multiple important purposes, including propaganda,
expression, therapy, and mood improvement. Propaganda art, such as posters, films, and other visual
works, can be used to promote and support the morale of the people and raise funds to support
military efforts. Art can also be used to express the emotions, thoughts, and situations of individuals
during war, such as through poems, songs, cartoons, and other forms of art; it can be very similar as
phraseology or idiomatic phrasing that are considered to boost the human mind for creativity and
stimulate positive thinking [1]. Additionally, art can be used as a means of therapy and support for
military personnel and civilians suffering from war-related stress and trauma, helping to relieve
tension and stress, improve mood, and restore psychological resilience.
In the context of the ongoing war in Ukraine, the power of art has allowed creators to convey
important messages to people all over the world, telling the truth about events in Ukraine and sharing
personal experiences [2]. Furthermore, art born during times of war can speak for generations,
surpassing the lifetimes of those who create it [3]. This underscores the importance of recording and
collecting all works of art created during wartime, to transmit them to the rest of the world.
The art of wartime Ukraine is especially noteworthy because it weaves a national pattern of social
ethics that has not seriously existed in society until now. The cultural space of hundreds of thousands
of sincere artistic ‘knots’ prepares the background for a nationwide pattern of mutual respect among
free people [3]. This is significant because it challenges the socialist attitudes of the past and the
barren tribalist culture of nurturing ethnography, denationalization, complacency, and lack of
initiative relied upon by Central European and American policies supporting cultural development
in Ukraine before the war [3].
Overall, art plays a vital role in wartime, and the various forms of artistic expression offer unique
and important perspectives on the experiences of individuals and societies during times of conflict.
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