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CHURCH DIPLOMACY AND THE RELIGIOUS DIMENSION OF THE
RUSSIAN-UKRAINIAN WAR

Some argue that religion should remain separate from politics and war. The main
purpose of the church is to promote spiritual salvation, love, and reconciliation. For
instance, believers in the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (Moscow Patriarchate) view the
church as a place of worship and unity, not political conflict. Churches should serve all
Christians equally and avoid becoming instruments of division. But is this really true?
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The ideology of the "Russian World" (Russkiy Mir), supported by the Russian
Orthodox Church (ROC), portrays Ukraine as part of a shared Russian spiritual and
cultural heritage. Patriarch Kirill's endorsement of Russian actions provides religious
justification for aggression and attempts to suppress Ukrainian identity.

The ROC uses religious narratives to support state propaganda. For instance,
Patriarch Kirill frames the war as a "holy struggle against the West" and a defense of
"traditional values," aiming to mobilize the Russian population and justify conflict.
This use of religious rhetoric turns the church into a tool of state control and war
propaganda.

In contrast, the strengthening of Ukrainian national identity includes the desire for
religious independence. The granting of the Tomos of Autocephaly to the Orthodox
Church of Ukraine (OCU) in 2019 marked a significant step in asserting both religious
and political sovereignty.

The religious division in Ukraine reflects a broader struggle for self-
determination. The OCU's separation from Moscow highlights Ukraine's effort to resist
Russian influence and assert its independence.

The religious dimension of the conflict showcases the role of the church in both
spiritual and national struggles.

Therefore, the religious dimension of the war is not only a spiritual field but also
an arena of informational, cultural, and geopolitical struggle, where churches act as
agents of influence, diplomacy, and identity.
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