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OLENA ZELENSKA: DIPLOMAT, CULTURAL AMBASSADOR AND
HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST

Olena Zelenska was born on 6 February 1978 in Kryvyi Rih, Ukraine. She entered
the Faculty of Civil Engineering at Kryvyi Rih National University and majored in
architecture. While studying, she began to communicate with Volodymyr Zelenskyy,
a student at the Kryvyi Rih Economic Institute [1]. Thanks to her deep knowledge and
desire for development, Olena realised from an early age the importance of cultural
and intellectual activity in strengthening national identity.

Prior to becoming the First Lady of Ukraine, she worked in various fields, from
journalism to advertising, and organised cultural events. Her interest in international
relations and diplomacy became the basis for her subsequent activities at the diplomatic
level.

When Volodymyr Zelenskyy became President of Ukraine in 2019, Olena
Zelenska not only assumed the role of First Lady, but also became actively involved in
political and public activities. She has initiated numerous projects aimed at improving
the social situation of women and children, combating domestic violence, and focusing
on healthcare, education and the general well-being of citizens. The choice of a strategy
of ‘no active political role’ has not prevented her from actively supporting important
social initiatives, including numerous cultural projects.

The main focus of her activities is cultural diplomacy. Olena Zelenska actively
promotes Ukrainian culture abroad. She is the initiator of numerous international
cultural and charity events that showcase the richness of Ukrainian traditions and art
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on the world stage. In addition, she has become the face of charitable initiatives that
raise funds to help war victims and restore areas damaged by the fighting.

Olena is also an education advocate, particularly supporting international
programmes that allow Ukrainian students and young professionals to gain experience
abroad and fulfil their potential at the international level. In her public speeches, she
has repeatedly emphasised the importance of the European course for Ukraine and its
integration into international structures. She actively supports the reform processes in
Ukraine, emphasising the importance of international support in this difficult period.

Olena Zelenska also actively supports a number of social initiatives, particularly
in the areas of healthcare and women's rights. She has initiated projects to improve
access to healthcare services and is also fighting against mental disorders caused by
the war. She is actively working to improve access to education, advocating for
inclusive reforms that promote the development of young people's intellectual potential
and equal opportunities for all citizens.

Olena Zelenska's personal life often attracts public attention, as she is an example
of a successful woman who is able to combine family responsibilities, career and public
activities. Her image not only as a first lady, but also as a representative of culture and
education strengthens the positive perception of Ukraine in the world. She actively
supports the development of women's initiatives and fights for equal rights for women
and their equal representation in politics. The fight against gender inequality has
become one of the main topics in her public speeches.

Olena Zelenska is not only the wife of the President of Ukraine, but also an active
public figure, diplomat and cultural ambassador. Her work in the field of cultural
diplomacy, as well as her support for social initiatives such as the fight for equality,
education and healthcare, has a significant impact on Ukraine's development both
internationally and domestically. She is an important symbol of a modern Ukrainian
woman who is able to influence the political, cultural and social processes of her
country.

Literature:
1. Olena Zelenska (Ukrainian: Олена Зеленська), full name Olena Volodymyrivna Zelenska, is

the First Lady of Ukraine and a prominent public figure. You can find more information about her on
her Wikipedia page.
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УДК 327:355.01(477)(470+571-651.1) 

Українська дипломатія: становлення, розвиток та перспективи / за 
матеріалами Міжнародної науково-практичної конференції. Київ, 10 
квітня 2025 р. Київ, 2024. 357 с. 

 
 
Збірник наукових праць укладено за матеріалами Міжнародної науково-

практичної конференції «Українська дипломатія: становлення, розвиток та 
перспективи», яка була організована кафедрою міжнародних відносин і 
суспільних наук гуманітарно-педагогічного факультету Національного 
університету біоресурсів і природокористування України 10 квітня 2025 р. 
Наповнення рубрик синхронізовано з основними напрямами роботи конференції 
і охоплює широке коло питань щодо витоків, традицій, розвитку та перспектив 
української дипломатії; аналізу стану дипломатії в умовах сучасних глобальних 
викликів та стратегічних пріоритетів світової, європейської та вітчизняної 
дипломатії в умовах російсько-української війни. 

Видання розраховане на науковців, викладачів, аспірантів, студентів, а 
також усіх хто цікавиться питаннями сучасних міжнародних відносин та 
розвитку української дипломатії.  

 
 
Рекомендовано вченою радою гуманітарно-педагогічного факультету 

Національного університету біоресурсів і природокористування України 
(протокол № 10 від 16.05.2025 р.).  
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