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LENA ZERKAL: CONTRIBUTION TO UKRAINIAN DIPLOMACY AND
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Olena Volodymyrivna Zerkal widely known as Lana Zerkal, is a Ukrainian
diplomat. Lana Zerkal is undoubtedly one of the most prominent figures in Ukrainian
diplomacy, whose professional qualities and leadership skills have earned her
significant recognition on the international stage. As a diplomat, she has played a
pivotal role in shaping Ukraine's foreign policy over the past decades, actively
engaging with some of the most challenging issues such as international litigation,
strengthening energy security, and building global partnerships. In this article, we will
delve into her journey in diplomacy, key achievements, and her enduring impact on
Ukraine's international relations.

Born in Kiev, Lana Zerkal developed an interest in international relations from
an early age. In the 1990s, she enrolled in the Law Faculty of Kyiv National University,
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where she acquired essential knowledge in international law — a foundation that would
later become crucial to her successful diplomatic career. After completing her studies,
Zerkal began her professional career at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine,
where her expertise in international law quickly made her stand out as a highly skilled
specialist. She was entrusted with key responsibilities in shaping Ukraine's foreign
policy, particularly in regard to its relations with the European Union and other major
global players [1].

One of the most significant milestones in Zerkal's career was her appointment as
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine. In this role, she was at the forefront of
building Ukraine's foreign economic and political relations with a range of countries
and international organisations. A particularly noteworthy aspect of her work was her
involvement in strengthening Ukraine's position in international litigation and legal
proceedings. For example, she played an instrumental role in the landmark case of
Ukraine v. Russia at the UN International Court of Justice, in which Ukraine accused
Russia of violating international law. This trial marked a crucial turning point in
Ukraine’s efforts to restore justice and defend its territorial integrity.

Additionally, Zerkal made significant contributions to addressing Ukraine's
energy security concerns, particularly in the aftermath of Russia’s annexation of
Crimea. She worked tirelessly to develop Ukraine's strategy to overcome its
dependence on Russian energy supplies, focusing on diversification and securing
alternative sources. Zerkal's efforts in this domain were pivotal in enhancing Ukraine's
national security and fostering its independence from external energy influences.

Her diplomatic style is often described as one marked by professionalism, a
strategic mindset, and a remarkable ability to find compromises even in the most
challenging and high-stakes negotiations. Throughout her career, Zerkal played a key
role in strengthening Ukraine's relations with the European Union, as well as Eastern
European countries, while also working to foster deeper cooperation with states in Asia
and Africa.

Furthermore, Zerkal’s efforts in promoting Ukraine’s integration into broader
international frameworks were instrumental in advancing Ukraine’s strategic interests.
She played a pivotal role in supporting Ukraine's initiative to deepen cooperation with
NATO and other international organisations, thus contributing to the strengthening of
security and stability in Europe. Her diplomatic contributions have, without a doubt,
played a crucial role in enhancing Ukraine's position on the global stage.

Despite the successes, Zerkal's career was not without its challenges. Working
in an environment of political instability and facing significant military threats from
neighboring countries, she encountered numerous obstacles that tested her resolve. One
of the most testing moments came in 2014 with Russia's illegal annexation of Crimea
and the ongoing armed conflict in Donbas. Throughout this period, Zerkal, alongside
other Ukrainian diplomats, worked tirelessly to bring international attention to Russia’s
actions and to rally support for Ukraine’s position. Her role in advocating for Ukraine
in international courts, such as the UN, was critical in securing global recognition of
Ukraine's territorial integrity and defending its sovereignty on the international stage.

In conclusion, Lana Zerkal is an exemplary diplomat whose professionalism and
resilience have enabled her to achieve significant successes in international politics.
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Her career has showcased an exceptional ability to navigate complex geopolitical
challenges and protect the interests of her country on the global stage. Zerkal's
contributions to Ukrainian diplomacy are monumental, and her legacy as a diplomat
who demonstrated unwavering dedication to her nation cannot be overstated. She
exemplifies the qualities of diplomats whose work not only requires profound
knowledge but also moral strength, responsibility, and a deep sense of duty to their
country and the world. Amid the global challenges of our time, Zerkal's diplomatic
efforts continue to serve as a beacon of inspiration for future generations of diplomats

and political leaders.
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YKpaiHCbKa AUILIOMATiSI: CTAHOBJICHHS, PO3BUTOK Ta IEPCHEKTHBHU / 3a
Martepianamu  MiXKHAPOAHOI HAYKOBO-NPAKTU4YHOI KOH(epeHuii. Kwuis, 10
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30ipHUK HAYKOBHUX Mpallb YKIAIEHO 3a MarepiajaMd MiKHApOIHOT HAyKOBO-
OPaKTUYHOI KOH(epeHLli «YKpalHChKa IUIUIOMATIS: CTAHOBJIECHHS, PO3BUTOK Ta
NEepCIeKTUBU», sKa Oysa opra”izoBaHa Kadeaporw MDKHAPOIHUX BIJIHOCHH 1
CYCIIJIPHUX HAyK TyMaHiTapHo-menarorivioro (¢akynbrery HaiionaasHOro
yHIBEpCUTETY OiopecypciB 1 NpuUpoaoKopucTyBaHHS Ykpainu 10 ksiTHs 2025 p.
HanoBHeHHs pyOpUK CHHXPOHI30BaHO 3 OCHOBHUMHU HaIlpsiMaMH poOOTH KOH(pEpEHLi
1 OXOIUTIOE IIMPOKE KOJIO MUTaHb 111010 BUTOKIB, TPAIUIIiil, pO3BUTKY Ta MEPCIEKTUB
YKpaiHCBhKOI IUIIIIOMATIi; aHai3y CTaHy AMILIOMATII B yMOBAaX Cy4aCHHUX INI00AIbHUX
BUKJIMKIB Ta CTPATEriYHUX IPIOPUTETIB CBITOBOI, €BPOINEWCHKOI Ta BITYU3HSHOI
JUIUIOMATIi B YMOBax pOCIHChKO-YKpPaiHChKOI BIHHU.

BunanHs po3paxoBaHe Ha HAyKOBLIB, BUKJIAJadiB, acHipaHTIB, CTYJEHTIB, a
TAKOX YCIX XTO I[IKABUTHCA NHUTAHHSAMU CYYaCHUX MDKHApPOJHHUX BIJHOCHH Ta
PO3BUTKY YKPAIHCHKOI TUIIJIOMATI].

PexomMeHIOBaHO BUYEHOIO pPaZOK TyMaHITApHO-TIENAroTigHOTO (HaKyIbTETY
HamionansHoro yHiBepcuTeTy OlOpecypCciB 1 NPUPOJOKOPUCTYBaHHS Y KpaiHu
(mpotoxoit Ne 10 Bix 16.05.2025 p.).
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Te3u nmogaHo B aBTOPCHKIM peaKiiii.

ABTOpPH Te3 BIANOBIJAIOTh 3a JOCTOBIPHICTh BHUKJIAJEHOr0 MaTepialy, 3a MpaBUIIbHE
UTYBaHHS DKEPE, MOCHJIAHHS HAa HUX Ta 1HIIUX BiJOMOCTEH.

[lepenpykoByBaTH o1y01iKoBaHi B 30ipHUKY HAYKOBHUX Mpallb MaTepiaiu JO3BOISETHCS TIIbKH
3a 3r0/I0I0 aBTOPIB.
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