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Speed management includes a range of activities aimed at balancing the safety
and the efficient speed of vehicles on the road network. The goal of speed
management is to reduce the number of cases of speeding and to maximize
compliance with speed limits. In order to manage road safety and speed management,
it is necessary to have a clear understanding of the existing tools and responsibilities.

Drivers opinion on new speed limit rules is important. It should be evaluated
before implementing novel legislations. In addition, the balance between drivers,
pedestrians and cyclists must be considered. Public surveys may show sufficient
support for speed limits, higher levels of police enforcement, higher penalties for
speeding, and higher levels of engineering enforcement.

Such feedback is crucial to the development of the program, which should also
include comprehensive measures to inform the public about the speed and risk of
accidents.

Setting a speed limit traditionally reflects an attempt to strike a balance
between safety and mobility. Countries with a high percentage of road deaths and
injuries shift this balance in favor of safety. Some countries set speed limits to a level
that does not normally result in death or injury to road users in the event of an
accident. Also, many countries recognize that lower speeds have additional
advantages: they reduce air pollution and noise, save money (less fuel is used).

It is important to decide on the following questions:

e who is responsible for setting limits;

e what criteria are used to set speed limits (based on expert analysis, political
judgments, injury risk data analysis, cost-benefit analysis);

e consequences of using various methods and criteria in order to analyze of
existing ones and their changes;

e on the basis of which restrictions were established in the region: for
different classes of roads and vehicles in urban and rural areas, for novice drivers.

Once speed limits are set, it is important to inform drivers about these limits.
This is usually done using signs and road markings. Speed limit signs and
information ned to be reviewed to make sure drivers understand what is required of
them by law. In preparation for the new speed control program, it is necessary to
check whether drivers are sufficiently informed.

There are a number of issues that must be carefully studied in the development
of any future program. It is important to follow the sequence of actions. For example,
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do not set different speed limits without reasons on the same type of road in different
places. Because, drivers will be more inclined to violate these restrictions.

Unless there are appropriate engineering infrastructure conditions for reducing
the speed of the traffic (such as speed bumps), drivers will usually not respect the
speed limit unless there is an appropriate level of control and the inevitability of
punishment. It is important to recognize that speed and behavior are critically
influenced by the level of perception of punishment, not by the actual level of
punitive practice. This means that coercive measures must to be announced, that is,
used to persuade, not to catch.

It is important to evaluate the experience of the police and the state of criminal
practice in matters of speed limits. The new restrictions may not be to the liking by
road users, leading to more criticism or hostility towards the police, and decrease in
the level of trust in them. Often, the police allow some tolerance for speeding. When
this happens, road users begin to believe that the speed limit, plus the displayed
tolerance, is the actual speed limit. To control speed, it is necessary to use a set of
measures that will ensure the reduction of traffic accidents, and as a result, the
reduction of serious injuries and deaths.
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