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Three major wildfires in the Chornobyl Exclusion Zone (CEZ) 

(2015) burnt 25,000 ha and determined needs for wide international 

assistance. Within the USFS project (2016-2018), area of reliable detection 

of fires in CEZ increased from 136,000 to 190,000 ha. Local firefighters 

were equipped with fire clothing and breathing-protection means and 

trained on safe and effective incident management. A risk assessed to help 

manage the long-term effect of re-suspended radionuclides from wildfires. 

Spatial dataset was created (fuel loads, contamination, suppression) to 

develop anintegrated fire management strategy. Within the OSCE project, 

attention was paid to preparedness of Belorussian and Ukrainian fire 

services for management of trans-border fires (TBF). Guideline for fire 

suppression and Belarussian-Ukrainian-English fire terminology were 

developed for improving coordinated response to TBF, as well as software 

for predicting doses to firefighters and analysis of legislation of two 

countries. A table-top exercise for fire command staff was organized by 

the OSCE, the Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC) and the Ukraine-

based Regional Eastern Europe Fire Monitoring Center (REEFMC) aimed 

at strengths of interoperability in addressing radioactive fires. 
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