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UKRAINE IN THE UN:
CONTRIBUTION TO GLOBAL DIPLOMACY

Ukraine has been a part of the United Nations (UN) for a long time, and it is
interesting to see how this helps with global diplomacy. The UN is an organization
where countries are committed to maintain peace and security, develop friendly
relations among nations, and promote human rights and better living standarts. Ukraine
joined the UN way back in 1945 as one of the first members, even though it was part
of the Soviet Union then. Now, as an independent country since 1991, Ukraine keeps
doing things in the UN that matter. This paper looks at what Ukraine does in the UN,
like being in the Security Council, helping with peacekeeping, and asking for support
during the war. It is not complicated, but it shows Ukraine isn’t just sitting there – it’s
active.

First, Ukraine was one of the original countries that started the UN in 1945. Back
then, it was called Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, and it got a place because the
Soviet Union wanted more votes. According to the UN’s own history page, 51
countries signed the UN Charter, and Ukraine was one of them [1]. It was a small
victory, because even though Ukraine wasn’t fully independent, it still had a voice.
Ukraine was active in the UN after the explosion of Chornobyl Nuclear Power Plant in
1986, participating in making rules about nuclear safety. Ukraine also pushed for talks
about human rights back in the 1990s, which indicates that they cared about global
issues and wanted to help. After 1991, when Ukraine became its own country, it stayed
in the UN and started doing more on its own. It is like a fresh start to show the world
what Ukrainians can do.

One big thing Ukraine did was being on the UN Security Council a few times.
The Security Council is one of the six main organs of the UN, and its primary
responsibility is to maintain worldwide security and peace. Ukraine was a non-
permanent member in 1948–1949, 1984–1985, 2000–2001, and 2016–2017. The
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membership in 2016–2017 was very important because Russia had just taken Crimea 
in 2014, and Ukraine used its spot to tell everyone about it. They didn’t stop the war, 
but they made sure people knew what was happening. It was said, that Ukraine pushed 
for talks about human rights and security in eastern Ukraine too. It wasn’t easy since 
Russia is a permanent member with a veto, but Ukraine tried hard to get its story out. 

Another way Ukraine helps with is peacekeeping missions. Before the war 
occurred, more that 300 blue helmets from Ukraine participated in 6 UN missions [2]. 
For example, Ukrainian troops went to places like Georgia and Congo. Also Ukraine 
helps with medics, helicopters, and equipment. Another great example to mention is 
that, no matter the war, Ukrainian government sent people and humanitarian aid to 
Turkey in 2023, when they suffered an earthquake and loads of people were hurt. 
Therefore, it shows, that Ukraine is eager to help when somebody is in need. 

Speaking of the war, Ukraine’s been using help of the UN a lot since 
Russiainvaded on February 24, 2022. Eleventh emergency special session of the UN 
General Assembly was held on February 28, 2022, four days after the invasion. In 
March 2022, 141 countries supported a resolution against Russia, which means they 
had to immediately withdraw all of its military forces [3]. Ukraine’s diplomats did a 
great job, talking to everyone to get that vote. They also got humanitarian aid through 
the UN, like food and medicine for people who had to leave their homes. It’s not like 
the UN stopped the war, but it gave Ukraine a place to ask for support and show the 
world what’s going on. 

Sometimes, however, Ukraine’s role in the UN isn’t perfect. Russia’s veto power 
in the Security Council makes it difficult for Ukraine to get big decisions passed. Like, 
in 2014 and 2022, Russia just blocked requests, that would’ve helped Ukraine more 
[4]. It is frustrating because the UN is supposed to stop conflicts, but it can’t do that 
when one country says no. Still, Ukraine keeps fighting for their independency and 
bright future. They use speeches and meetings to keep issues on the table. 

In conclusion, it can be stated, that Ukraine’s time in the UN shows it is a country 
that wants to be heard. From the early days in 1945 to now, we’ve done good actions 
like peacekeeping and speaking up during the war. We do not hold a huge power like 
the US or China, but still make difference. The Security Council seats and the votes in 
2022 prove that Ukraine can get attention. In the future, maybe Ukraine will keep using 
help of the UN to rebuild country after the war or push for more peace projects. It is 
not always easy, but Ukraine is a part of global diplomacy for sure. 
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УДК 327:355.01(477)(470+571-651.1) 

Українська дипломатія: становлення, розвиток та перспективи / за 
матеріалами Міжнародної науково-практичної конференції. Київ, 10 
квітня 2025 р. Київ, 2024. 357 с. 

 
 
Збірник наукових праць укладено за матеріалами Міжнародної науково-

практичної конференції «Українська дипломатія: становлення, розвиток та 
перспективи», яка була організована кафедрою міжнародних відносин і 
суспільних наук гуманітарно-педагогічного факультету Національного 
університету біоресурсів і природокористування України 10 квітня 2025 р. 
Наповнення рубрик синхронізовано з основними напрямами роботи конференції 
і охоплює широке коло питань щодо витоків, традицій, розвитку та перспектив 
української дипломатії; аналізу стану дипломатії в умовах сучасних глобальних 
викликів та стратегічних пріоритетів світової, європейської та вітчизняної 
дипломатії в умовах російсько-української війни. 

Видання розраховане на науковців, викладачів, аспірантів, студентів, а 
також усіх хто цікавиться питаннями сучасних міжнародних відносин та 
розвитку української дипломатії.  
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(протокол № 10 від 16.05.2025 р.).  
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