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Anomauyia. Axyenmosano yeazy, wo 6 enoxy, KOIU MeXHONoeii,
wmyunuti  iHmenekm i Oiddcumanizayis, 30aEMvbCs,  OUKMYIOMb
HANPAMOK CYCHINbHOI e8ONoYil, COYIANbHI ma 2YMAHIMAPHI HAYKU
u4aCmo po3enadaromucsa AK 0eKOPAMUSHU iHMeNeKmyanibHull bazasxc, a
He aK Heobxionicms. CoyianvHi ma SyMaHiMapHi HAYKU adic HIAK He €
MApPHUMU, BOHU SIK HIKOAU HeOOXIOHI 0si popmysanHs 30A1AHCOBAHUX,
KPUMUYHO MUCTAYUX O0cobucmocmeti, 30amMHUX OPICHMYBAMUC 8
CKAAOHOWAX CYHACHO20 c8imy. Busuenus coyianbHux i eymaHimapHux
HAYK CHpusie makomy (opmyeanHio, KyIbmugyloyu maki yiHHOCMmI, 5K
emnamis, MOAEPAHMHICIG, KPUMUYHE MUCIEHHA mMa COYiaIbHa
8i0n06i0anbHicMb. YHigepcumem He NOBUHEH Nepemsoproeamucs Ha
yenmp auuie MexHiYHUX HABUHOK — BiH MAE 3ANUWAMUCA Micyem Ol
YIICHO20 PO36UMK)Y OCOOUCMOCHIL.

Knruosi cnoea: ynisepcumem, coyianvHi i eyMAHIMApHI OUCYUNTIHU,
mexHonozii, 0idxcumanizayis

Abstracts. It is emphasized that in an era when technology, artificial
intelligence and digitalization seem to dictate the direction of social
evolution, the social sciences and humanities are often seen as
decorative intellectual baggage rather than a necessity. The social
sciences and humanities are by no means useless; they are more
necessary than ever for the formation of balanced, critical thinkers who
can navigate the complexities of the modern world. Studying the social
sciences and humanities contributes to this formation by cultivating
values such as empathy, tolerance, critical thinking, and social
responsibility. The university should not become a center for technical
skills only, it should remain a place for the holistic development of the
individual.

30



Keywords: university, social sciences and humanities, technology,
digitalization

Just like in many other countries, after the fall of communism, the
Republic of Moldova began a process of reforms. These reforms
could not overlook the field of secondary and higher education. Due
to several issues — demographic and economic crises, the lack of
students, and the new life orientation of students — certain solutions
were proposed to optimize the teaching process in universities. Often,
these optimizations were carried out to the detriment of the social and
human sciences.

In an era where technology, artificial intelligence, and
digitalization seem to dictate the direction of societal evolution, the
social and human sciences are often viewed as merely decorative
intellectual baggage rather than a necessity. Some voices claim these
disciplines are anachronistic — remnants of a bygone era that no
longer align with the needs of the modern job market. Thus, in the
name of budget efficiency, many universities are gradually cutting
philosophy, history, sociology, or ethics courses. But this approach is
profoundly misguided. Far from being useless, the social and human
sciences are more necessary than ever for shaping balanced, critical
individuals who can navigate the complexities of today’s world.

First and foremost, the social and human sciences develop critical
thinking. In a world where we are bombarded daily with information
from countless sources, the ability to analyze, question, and
understand context becomes essential. Philosophy, for instance, is not
just about learning Kant or Descartes — it cultivates the ability to ask
fundamental questions and to argue coherently. These skills are not
only useful, they are vital across all professional fields.

Secondly, the humanities contribute to understanding the social,
cultural, and historical contexts we live in. An engineer who doesn't
grasp the ethical implications of the technology they create, or a
doctor who fails to understand the cultural diversity of their patients,
can end up making decisions that do more harm than good. Today’s
globalized and pluralistic society demands a deep knowledge of
social mechanisms and human values. Sociology, anthropology, and
cultural studies offer precisely this perspective.
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Another key argument is civic responsibility. A university is not
merely a «degree factory» or a springboard to a career — it is also a
space for shaping citizens. In a healthy democracy, we need informed
individuals who can actively and consciously engage in public life.
Studying social and human sciences supports this formation,
cultivating values such as empathy, tolerance, critical thinking, and
social responsibility.

Eliminating these disciplines in the name of cost-efficiency is an
act of institutional shortsightedness. In the short term, funds may be
saved. But in the long run, we risk losing entire generations of young
people who no longer understand the complexity of the world they
live in. A university should not be reduced to a center for technical
skills alone — it must remain a place for the holistic development of
the individual.

In conclusion, teaching social and human sciences in universities
is not an anachronism — it is an urgent necessity. Today’s world
needs specialists, but even more so, it needs people who understand
the deeper meaning of their actions, who know how to ask questions,
judge ethically, and think critically about reality. Removing these
disciplines from university curricula in the name of economy is a
major strategic error, one that could lead to a highly technologized
society devoid of humanity and conscience.
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