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The increasing interconnectedness of the modern world has broad an ever-faster
evolution of technology and an increasing pace of innovation in all aspects of science
and society. In the Western world of today, this has had strong influences on the
perception of safety and security, while it also created societies of Volatility,
Uncertainty, Complexity, and Ambiguity for the individual (c.f. VUCA world). At the
same time, not only benefits are drawn from the interconnectedness, but the
dependencies also lead to challenges amongst the various crises of the last decades.

These challenges and security concerns need to be addressed through an open
exchange and in cooperation — between economies, amongst societies, but all the more
within academia. This can well be seen in the European Research Area, where the high-

level funding mostly addresses technology, engineering and natural sciences, but where
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all larger policy-changes are informed by insights from the humanities and social
sciences.

Correspondingly, calls are increasing to strengthen the funding and recognise the
importance of these fields for society and economy, particularly so in times of crisis

and seemingly overwhelming challenges.
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