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UKRAINIAN-PORTUGUESE COOPERATION IN PUBLISHING
A BOOK ABOUT MILITARY AWARDS OF UKRAINE

In the hallowed halls of history, where tales of valor and noble pursuits echo through time,
phaleristics stands as a captivating testament to the indomitable spirit of nations. As we embark on a
journey through the world of Ukrainian military decorations created for the war, we find ourselves
enveloped in the rich tapestry of a culture that has thrived for centuries, leaving an indelible mark
on the annals of heraldry and military traditions.

Despite the short time of its development in the independent state, Ukrainian phaleristics has
become the subject of considerable attention of both scientists and politicians, as it reflects the
state’s value guidelines of social development and the process of formation of the military
organization through symbols.

For a large portion of its recent history, Ukraine has been fighting the uncompromising war
for state sovereignty and territorial integrity of the country, for the will and freedom of the
Ukrainian people and every citizen, a war against unprovoked aggression of the Russian Federation.

The war has prompted the civilized world to create an international coalition to support
Ukraine in achieving peace, and Ukrainian society to rethink its own historical experience, to search
for the origins of national military identity as the basis of stability and strength of society.

In this context, phaleristics appears as the moral basis of the Ukrainian code, a symbolic
system that affirms the supremacy of the spirit of justice and courage.

Soldiers of the Armed Forces of Ukraine walk the thorny path towards the desired and
important Victory through fire and death, losses and hopes in order to have their own independent
state. All the hopes of Ukrainians to be a free people rest on their shoulders. The awards are a
celebration of their heroic journey as warriors – the winners and defenders of good, freedom and the
desirable peace.

The skill of commanding troops, the heroism during hostilities and the success in the combat
tasks performance, the significant personal contribution to the high level of combat capability of the
troops maintenance, the high results in combat training, the exemplary performance of military
duty, love for the Motherland, indomitable spirit and preservation the lives of comrades-in-arms are
the main professional criteria for honoring soldiers.

Our book «Military decorations of Ukraine for the War» invites readers to delve into the
captivating realm of military medals that adorn the chests of Ukraine’s heroes and defenders, during
this past two long years, although the war started in 2014, we must remind. These symbolic
emblems, meticulously crafted and steeped in historical significance, tell a profound history of the
nation’s struggles, triumphs, and unwavering resilience. In this publication, the awards, cultivated
by war, of the Armed Forces of Ukraine are presented, imitating the centuries-old phaleristic
traditions of the liberation armies of Ukraine.

And of course, the symbolism of the awards reflects the historical progress and spiritual
wealth of the Ukrainian people, and traditions that was passed down from generation to generation
as a guide in the original aspiration to independence. The Scythian sword, the princely insignia of
Ancient Rus and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, the Cossack cross of Zaporizhzhya Sich, the state
coat of arms of the Ukrainian People’s Republic make up the symbolic basis of the awards. The
development of Ukrainian phaleristics studies showed that it rests on a solid historical state
tradition.
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Sometimes war also unites. A seemingly strange proposition that in this case is absolutely 
true. Never having met in person, the authors, all historians and researchers, two Ukrainians, the 
other Portuguese (though with various connections to Ukraine), began their correspondence and 
discussed the plan for this work early in the course of the Russian Federation’s war of full scale 
invasion of Ukraine that began in February 2022. 

Having published a previous works on the subject, the Ukrainian colleagues were challenged 
by its Portuguese colleague to revise, update and expand his work. 

Our passion united us to the universe of the Armed Forces, to Phaleristics and, certainly, to 
Ukraine. Starting from such solid premises, it was easy to establish the plan for this work. 

The growing importance of the military world in Ukraine, strongly driven by the Russian 
invasion of 2022, has translated, on the phaleristic level, into a true revolution. The authors could 
not fail to make it known at a time when, for the most unfortunate reasons, Ukraine has become a 
daily presence in homes all over the world. 

This phaleristic revolution, the continuation of a rich tradition which started with the first 
Ukrainian independence at the beginning of the 20th century, has been finding, with the  
continuation of the war of aggression, a fertile field of evolution, like a laboratory, which has been 
adapting itself to the needs of reward felt at various levels. 

Although names are not present here it is important to remember those who stood at the 
origins of the creation of this system of honours and, of course, those who approved in such a 
difficult time for the Ukrainian nation. Their work is worthy of respect, it is really amazing to see, 
during so harsh times, how was it possible to create so many varieties in such a short time and to 
fulfil the needs of the Armed Forces of Ukraine on time. 

As readers will be able to see throughout the book, it is a truly unique phaleristic experience 
in recent times, characterised by a richness that should be transmitted to future generations, as a 
tribute of homage and gratitude to the glorious combatants of the Ukrainian Armed Forces, in this 
war to defend the integrity of their Nation’s borders. A type of war that many heralds thought 
extinct and buried in the history books, but that the Russian aggression has brought to everyday life. 

It is, therefore, on the basis of these two elements: the phaleristic wealth of Ukrainian military 
decorations and the tribute to its Armed Forces, the raison d’être of this work that brings together 
three colleagues from the opposite ends of Europe that new technologies have brought together to 
produce it. 

The profits from this edition, if any, will go to the Ukrainian Armed Forces which, in war or 
after victory, will need training to enable them to counterbalance the imperialist intentions of a 
neighbour who has never been satisfied with the separation and independence of the Ukraine.  

Prepare to be captivated by the dazzling array of colors, shapes, and symbols that encapsulate 
the essence of Ukrainian identity. Let the pages of this book be a gateway to a world where courage 
is commemorated, sacrifice is honored, and the soul of a nation is immortalized through the time-
honored tradition of Ukrainian Phaleristics. 

This journey goes beyond the mere examination of metal and ribbon; it delves into the hearts 
and minds of those who earned these distinctions, shedding light on the sacrifice, bravery, and 
unwavering loyalty that define the recipients of Ukraine’s prestigious decorations. Through a 
passion for preserving historical legacy, «Military decorations of Ukraine for the War» aims to be a 
comprehensive guide for scholars, collectors, and enthusiasts alike. 

Our commitment to this project stems from a profound passion for Ukrainian history, cultural 
preservation, and a dedication to showcasing the intricate beauty of the Flourishing Ukrainian 
phaleristics. 

The book is a genuine expression of our commitment to share the captivating history of 
Ukrainian phaleristics with a diverse audience. It is an opportunity to bridge the past and the 
present, Portugal to Ukraine, inviting readers to explore, appreciate, and connect with the profound 
cultural heritage embedded in Ukrainian Phaleristics. 

Considering the war in Ukraine, the phaleristics of the Presidency, the Ministry of Defense of 
and the Commander of the Armed Forces of Ukraine has been visually and ideologically changed. 
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This awards are the highest form of honoring servicemen and citizens for outstanding services for
the defense of the Motherland, protection of constitutional rights and freedoms of a person, state
military construction, volunteering and public activities, as well as for other services to Ukraine and
its people.

The newest symbols of Ukrainian awards are represented by the attention of the reader of the
publication. In the publication, the inquisitive and curious reader will find words of honor and
respect for the Ukrainian soldier who selflessly defends the independence of his own state and
protects the freedom of the free world.
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Міжнародна і міжкультурна комунікація у формуванні іміджу України: стратегії 

розвитку: зб. матеріалів Міжнародної наук.-практ. конф. Київ, 01 травня, 2025 р. Київ: 
Міленіум, 2025. 178с. 

 
 
Збірник укладено за матеріалами Міжнародної науково-практичної конференції 

«Міжнародна і міжкультурна комунікація у формуванні іміджу України: стратегії розвитку», 
що її провела кафедра філософії та міжнародної комунікації гуманітарно-педагогічного 
факультету Національного університету біоресурсів і природокористування України. 
Наповнення рубрик синхронізовано з основними напрямами роботи конференції. 

Видання розраховано на науковців, викладачів, аспірантів, студентів. 
 
 
The collection is compiled on materials of the International scientific and practice 

conference «Іnternational and intercultural communication in shaping Ukraine’s image: 
development strategies» a held by the Department of Philosophy and International Communication 
of the Faculty of Humanities and Pedagogy of the National University of Life and Environmental 
Sciences of Ukraine. All the materials are synchronized with the guidelines of the conference. 

Forscientists, lecturers, postgraduates, students. 
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Тези подано в авторській редакції. 
Автори тез відповідають за достовірність викладеного матеріалу,  

за правильне цитування джерел, покликання на них і засвідчують відсутність плагіату. 
 

Передруковувати опубліковані в збірнику матеріали 
дозволяється тільки за згодою авторів. 
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