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THE ROLE OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN SHAPING A SOCIETY
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Kyiv, Ukraine

Nowadays, higher education is becoming more and more important due to the rapid development
of technology and changes in the economy and society. According to Encyclopedia Britannica
higher education refers to post-secondary education or tertiary education that is provided by
universities, colleges, and other institutions that award academic degrees, diplomas, or certificates;
it plays a crucial role in developing human capital, fostering economic growth, and promoting social
and cultural development [4]. Also, higher education is considered essential for individuals to gain
advanced knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in the increasingly competitive and complex
world (Chaika, 2021a); shortly, it is seen as a pathway to career advancement, personal growth, and
social mobility [1]. Thus, higher education helps to form a culture of thinking among people,
including critical thinking and the ability to analyze information. The development of public
awareness is impossible without higher education, because it helps people understand the social,
economic and political problems that society faces [3]. People with higher education are more likely
to understand the importance of public participation and active participation in decision-making.
Educated people can help solve problems related to certain areas of life, such as health care,
education, science, technology [2]. Higher education allows people to expand their horizons, get
acquainted with new cultures and ways of life, which contributes to the development of intercultural
competence and the enrichment of the worldview; it contributes to the development of personal
qualities such as independence, initiative, critical thinking, creativity and analytical abilities. These
qualities allow a person to become more successful in any field of activity and contribute to the
formation of a high level of consciousness.
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Next, the European Union recognizes the importance of higher education in promoting social
cohesion, economic development, and innovation. The EU has implemented several directives to
support the development of higher education across its member states [5]. The Bologna Process,
launched in 1999, aims to create a European Higher Education Area by promoting student mobility,
quality assurance, and recognition of qualifications across Europe. The Erasmus+ program provides
funding for students, teachers, and institutions to participate in international cooperation and
mobility projects. The EU also supports the modernization of higher education systems through
funding and policy initiatives, such as the Horizon Europe program for research and innovation. In
addition to that higher education is also the key to the development of scientific knowledge and
research [2]. This allows people to be long-term oriented and create innovative technologies, which
in turn affects social progress. A society with higher education can be more stable because people
with higher education usually have more understanding and tolerant views, which helps reduce
conflict and tension in society. Higher education contributes to democracy because it helps people
understand their rights and responsibilities and develop critical thinking.

To sum it up, higher education is an important factor in the formation of a conscious and
responsible society capable of self-development and changes for the better. It contributes to the
growth of the economy, the strengthening of democracy and stability in the country, as well as the
development of science and technology, which is of great importance for the future of our world.
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