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ECO-SCHEMES IN POLISH AGRICULTURE IN CAP 2023-2027.  

IS POLISH AGRICULTURE WILLING TO IMPLEMENT THEM? 
 

The aim of the study was to evaluate the abilities of Polish farms to implement 
eco-schemes practices in Poland in the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 2023-
2027. The assessment was made taking into account the division of farms according 
to the size of utilized agricultural land (UAA) and their location in communes with 
different share of the Areas facing Natural or other specific Constrains (ANCs). The 
analysis concerned thirteen practices within five area eco-schemes that were available 
to Polish farms in 2023 (table 1).  
Table 1. Eco-schemes and their practices implemented in Polish agriculture in 2023 
under the CAP 2023-2027 

Eco-scheme/practice within an eco-scheme 
1. Carbon farming and 
nutrient management 

1.1. Extensive permanent grasslands with livestock 
1.2. Winter catch crops/intercrops 
1.3. Fertilization plans (basic variant) 
1.4. Fertilization plans (liming variant) 
1.5. Diversified sowing structure 
1.6. Mixing solid manure on arable land within 12 hours of its application 
1.7. Using liquid manure with methods other than splashing 
1.8. Reduced tillage systems 
1.9. Mixing straw with soil 

2.  Areas with melliferous plants 
3. Water retention on permanent grassland 
4. Integrated plant production 
5. Biological protection of plants 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 2023. 
 

The data used came from the database of the Agency for Restructuring and 
Modernization of Agriculture. It was found that 1/3 of farms benefit from such 
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support. The size of the farm area and the natural management conditions played 
significant role in eco-scheme absorption. 

There is no doubt that under the current EU CAP, policymakers have 
significantly increased its complexity in this context by adding another instrument in 
the form of eco-schemes to the set of pre-existing institutional environmental 
measures. Therefore, a question arises about the type, number and scale of practices 
implemented within eco-schemes by Polish farms of various sizes and operating in 
diverse natural management conditions, in the first year of the CAP 2023-2027. 

The presentation is intended to fill the research gap regarding determining the 
ability of Polish agriculture to absorb practices within eco-schemes in the first year of 
the CAP 2023-2027. 

In Poland 33.2% of farms (410.1 thousand farms) benefited under eco-schemes 
in 2023. The most frequently chosen practice was mixing straw with soil, while the 
practice covering the largest area was reduced tillage systems. Farms from regions of 
Poland with a higher level of agriculture development were more likely to participate 
in these practices (figure 1). It should be emphasized that a large group of 
beneficiaries were from the Areas facing Natural or other specific Constrains (ANCs) 
(figure1). 

 
Figure 1. Share of farms participating in eco-schemes in the total number of 

farms by commune in 2023. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: own study based on the Agency for Restructuring and Modernization of Agriculture data 
for 2023. 
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ЕКО-СХЕМИ В ПОЛЬСЬКОМУ СІЛЬСЬКОМУ ГОСПОДАРСТВІ В CAP 2023-
2027. ЧИ ГОТОВЕ ПОЛЬСЬКЕ СІЛЬСЬКЕ ГОСПОДАРСТВО ЇХ РЕАЛІЗУВАТИ?

Спільна аграрна політика (САП) на 2023-2027 роки впроваджує нові рамки через
екосхеми для підвищення сталості сільського господарства, що винагороджують фермерів
за екологічно чисті методи. Аналізується готовність польського сільського господарства
до їх впровадження, враховуючи фактори, такі як фінансові стимули, обізнаність фермерів
і відповідність екологічним вимогам САП. Попередні висновки підтверджують позитивну
тенденцію до екосхеми, але їх рівень впровадження може відрізнятися через регіональні
відмінності та індивідуальні погляди фермерів.

             
              

                                                                  
                

             
        

                                                                  
                

                            
                               

                                                               
                                                                            
                                                                              
                             

                                                                     
                                                                    
                                                                          
                                                                         
                                                                
                                                                    
                             

                                                                
                                                                 
                                                                           
                                                              
                                                                     
                                                               
                                                               
                                                                       
                   

                                                                     
                    


