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LANGUAGE AS IDEOLOGICAL TOOL

Alina Melnyk, a bachelor student ( alinamelnyk888@gmail.com)
National University of Life and Environmental Sciences of Ukraine,

Kyiv, Ukraine

An ideology is a set of consciously or unconsciously held ideas, beliefs, and attitudes that
reflect or shape understanding or misconceptions of the social and political world; it serves to
recommend, justify, or endorse collective action aimed at preserving or changing political practices
and institutions [5]. Next, language plays a crucial role in the ideological process as it links
individuals' knowledge of the world and their social practices, mediating thought and behavior;
language reflects ideology and can be used as an instrument of power and control, in addition to
being a means of communication; which means that language ideologies are morally and politically
charged ideas about the nature, structure, and use of languages in the social world, and all societies
have them [3]. It is much more than a tool of communication or set of communicative skills that
endorse the communication strategy to achieve a goal [2]. Raising children, everyday interaction,
interpersonal disputes, ritual and political debates etc. will unite and integrate via language. Small
traditional societies characterized by apparent cultural and linguistic homogeneity suffer from
linguistic ideologies as much as multilingual, multi-ethnic, late-capitalist societies. Ideological ideas
about language are implemented by ordinary members of the community as well as by official
institutions and elites, including academic scholars.

That said, language ideologies establish connections between language and other social
phenomena, such as identities, concepts of personality, proper human behavior, intelligence,
aesthetics and morality, and concepts such as truth, universality, and authenticity [1]. This can be
seen in the case of the Ukrainian language, which is cherished by the Ukrainian people as the code
of their state. It is not just a language of communication, but a national code. Ukrainians have been
present in their territories since ancient times, with scientific evidence supporting this claim.
Ukrainians have not displaced anyone from these territories or taken away their language, culture,
or territory from anyone. The Ukrainian language has survived despite a century of Russian
destruction because of its deep roots. It is the language of the indigenous people, with an ancient
written culture, unique folklore, thousands of sayings and dialectisms, and diverse dialect
formations; its structure includes the impulse of its further self-development [4].

Despite a terrible war and many trials, Ukrainian literature and the Ukrainian language
continue to flourish. It constantly acquires bright pearls in its expression of thoughts, emotions, and
feelings, reflecting its deep roots and self-development. The Ukrainian language angers Russia
because the Kremlin knows that language is an ideological tool. To conclude, language is not only
a means of communication, but also an ideological tool that plays a crucial role in shaping
individuals' understanding of the social and political world. It is used to unite and integrate societies,
but also to propagate ideas and beliefs that are implemented by various members of the community,
including official institutions and elites.
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